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Dr Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) lived during the rise of photographic technology and print media. During the uprisings, his
image as a revolutionary circulated widely through pictures and texts. Following the success of the revolution, his image
as a revolutionary leader was struck on coins, printed on stamps, and other statutory media across the country. Since his
passing, his image as a larger-than-life personage has continued to appear on commemorative stamps, coins, and in the
form of sculptures at home and abroad, as well as at public spaces named in his honour - clear evidence of the lasting

esteem in which he is held.

The year 2026 marks the 160th anniversary of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s birth. The exhibition features over 80 items (sets) of
artefacts related to Dr Sun Yat-sen, as well as around 100 historical photographs, newspaper clipping and archival
material, complemented by multimedia presentations, to illustrate how the multifaceted images of Dr Sun - patriotic yet
well-versed in both Chinese and Western learning - have been shaped and represented through pictures, texts, physical

objects and public spaces in different periods, offering a retrospective of his illustrious life.

The exhibition’s Chinese title not only embraces Dr Sun’s Christian name, but also metaphors the timeless impressions
that his multilayered images impart upon us through shaping and representation, the process of which embodies his ideals
of equality, Bo Ai (fraternity) and Tian Xia Wei Gong (the world is for all), together with his vision of ‘revitalising China’
Through his images, these ideals have been enduringly impressed upon every Chinese heart, shining with ever-renewed

brilliance and contributing to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
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Sun Yat-sen’s Images in the Late-Qing Period
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The first edition of Kidnapped in London, 1897
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With the assistance of Dr James Cantlie, Dr Sun’s account of his detention in London was written up as Kidnapped in London. The
frontispiece is a copperplate engraved portrait of Dr Sun—the earliest photograph of him after he cut his queue and adopted Western

clothing, and the only public image of him in the late Qing period. At the lower right is inscribed ‘Photo Taber, San Francisco,
identifying the place that took the picture. It was by this photograph that Qing secret agents recognised Dr Sun.
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KIDNAPPED IN LoNDON

Being the Story of my

CAPTURE BY,
DETENTION AT,
RELEASE FROM

The Chinese Legation, London

SUN YAT SEN

| B E iS4 4EM Donated by Mr Chan Cheong-yui
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The first edition of My Thirty-three Years’ Dream by Miyazaki Torazo, 1902

B FOROA 1 8OTARAE MRS A 1 TE S B
SN > ETEE CREEmDY ; B r
BB I T 0 A T > BRI o | |

Miyazaki Torazo met Dr Sun in 1897 and was
deeply impressed by him. He began translating
Kidnapped in London into Japanese and later
wrote this book, which set out the story of his and
Dr Sunss life.

| B E$iSEA4EM Donated by Mr Chan Cheong-yui
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Sun Yat-sen’s Images in the Early Republican Period
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China’s first commemorative stamp set featuring Sun Yat-sen’s portrait, issued on 15 December 1912
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This commemorative stamp set consists of twelve stamps
with denominations from one cent to five dollars. A

concurrent set, Commemorative of the Restoration of the
Republic of China, featured the portrait of Yuan Shikai.
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Photograph of Dr sun used for the stamps.

| MBS Donated by Mr Cheng Cho-yam
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(Left) One-dollar banknote issued by the Swatow branch and (right) ten-dollar banknote by the Canton branch
of The Central Bank of China in 1923, printed by the American Bank Note Company
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In March 1923, Dr Sun Yat-sen re-established the Headquarters of the Grand Marshal of the Army and Navy in Guangzhou. To
break the warlords’ hold on finance and strengthen the treasury of the revolutionary regime, he appointed T. V. Soong to prepare
the Central Bank in Guangzhou and to issue this series. Dr Sun’s portrait occupied the centre of the obverse. Some notes were
overprinted with a circular chop giving the name of the issuing branch.

| HEREAEA () I HF53B &t (4) % Donated by Mr Hui Cho-kiu (left) / Ms Hui Ka-yin (right)
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Sun Yat-sen’s Images after His Passing
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Dr Sun Yat-sen and China, published in April 1925
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This book offered a systematic account of Dr Sun’s thought and his influence on
the course of Chinese history. It was compiled by the well-known publishers Gao
Ersong and Gao Erbai.

| FF R R B E MM Donated by the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology Library
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(Upper) Design proof (obverse) for the 500-yuan Chinese National Currency (CNC) note of The Central Bank of
China, designed by Waterlow & Sons Limited, London in 1941

(Lower) Design proof (obverse) for the 500-Customs Gold Unit (CGU) note of The Central Bank of China, designed
by Chung Hwa Book Company Limited in 1947
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Waterlow & Sons Limited of Britain, then among the world’s leading security
printers, had already been commissioned by the Qing government to print fiscal
paper and banknotes. The Central Bank of China therefore entrusted the firm
with the design of the new CNC.

Chung Hwa Book Company, for its part, introduced advanced colour offset and
intaglio equipment in Shanghai and elsewhere, and led the private printing trade
in technical capacity. To ease the shortage of notes in circulation, The Central
Bank of China contracted part of the design and printing of the CGU notes to
the company.

A banknote proof refers to a test print, specially produced by the printing plant,
to check the design details, colours, paper and printing quality before the formal
printing of a banknote. Such proofs are usually retained by the issuing authority
or the printing plants.

| Hk#EFEM L Dr Otto C. C. Lam collection
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Sun Yat-sen silver dollar, 1934
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The Nationalist government issued in 1934 a silver dollar to commemorate Dr Sun’s
achievements. The obverse bears a left-facing portrait of Dr Sun; the reverse shows
a two-masted junk, a symbol of the national prosperity.

| SRR A 38 Donated by Mr Cheung Yiu-keung
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Sun Yat-sen commemorative pocket watch, c. 1928
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The enamel dial was fired with a portrait of Dr Sun taken

in 1911. Both the 15-jewel Swiss movement and case
are marked ‘CEIBCO’ (the abbreviation for China
Export-Import & Bank Co.), indicating that the watch
was commissioned in Switzerland by CEIBCO, a
Shanghai-based German film. It is believed to be one of
the earliest commemorative watches issued in China.
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Dr Sun photographed
in Vancouver in 1911.

PR . T
#koxuen #
LR 1 WA TR an
2 HBrR®BE *,
N e S —
w g™ Z
« it =
.z?lT,-)uT.ra)bE
x T2 a8 5w
Wgp® X iR &
® O MEH AR s |4
- I *
Adaasdsd [GEIeAE] Ludaetsil L =

5 — PR PRI TR AT 05 HE HH A PR SO&E I Al 2 » BT »
Bl 7 P EU) 1928 452 Iy AF IR R 1% > 7 B St A R B L LI B o

Another German firm, Carlowitz & Co., also issued a commemorative watch
sold at two dollars each, manufactured in Germany. These images were two
relevant advertisements from 1928, of which the left one incorporated Dr.
Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, Nanjing in the design.

FHEREE L Dr Otto C. C. Lam collection
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With thanks to Oriental Watch Company for the repair and maintenance
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Sun Yat-sen commemorative wristwatch, c. 1928
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The dial bears a portrait of Dr Sun taken
in 1911. The inside of the silver case back
was hand-engraved with the eight-character

Fadadl #8896 1 (Commemorating
Sun Yat-sen; advocating government by the
people). In Dr Suns own account, minzhi
(government by the people) is the practical
expression of minquan (democracy), one
of the Three Principles of the People. To mark
the grand funeral of Dr Sun, the Kuomintang
commissioned around 200 commemorative
wristwatches from Switzerland through a
German firm in Shanghai between 1926 and
1928, for presenting to government officials
and senior military officers who attended
the ceremony. This finely-crafted 15-jewel
Swiss movement officer’s trench wristwatch

is believed to be one of those.
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Dr Sun photographed
in Shanghai in 1911.

| FRHERETE L5 Dr Otto C. C. Lam collection
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Sun Yat-sen postage stamp, printed by Chung Hwa Book Company Limited in Hong Kong
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printed in Hong Kong.
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After the Nationalist government unified postal authority in 1927, Dr Sun’s portrait became
the principal design of ordinary stamps. Before the Marco Polo Bridge Incident of 1937,
stamps were printed either by the Peiping Printing Bureau of the Ministry of Finance or by
the Thomas De La Rue & Co., Ltd. in London. From 1938 onwards, some such stamps were
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On 19 December 1931, the British weekly The Illustrated
London News published the portrait stamps issued by the
Nationalist government to commemorate Dr Sun’s birthday
on 12 November.

| ZE g5 445 Donated by Mr Lee Kiu-fung
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‘China’s War of Resistance’ commemorative stamp,
issued on 7 July 1942
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The first United States stamp to feature Chinese characters,
this was issued to mark the 5th anniversary of China’s
full-scale War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression.
The centre of the stamp shows the dates of the Marco Polo
Bridge Incident of 1937 and of the stamp’s issue in 1942.
Portraits of Abraham Lincoln and Dr Sun appeared side by
side, with the quotations ‘Of the people, By the people,
For the people’ from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and
‘Nationalism, Democracy, People’s Livelihood” from Dr Sun’s
Three Principles of the People, suggesting a correspondence
between their ideals.

| UL % 13584 Donated by Ms Zhao Sihong
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‘90th Anniversary of the Birth of Sun Yat-sen’
commemorative stamps, issued by China Post on
12 November 1956
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It was the first set of two stamps of Dr Sun issued by the
People’s Republic of China. The stamps bear Dr Sun’s portrait,
with the inscription beside it: “The revolution henceforth
cannot succeed unless we take Russia as our teacher’

| BRHEESE4:4HI Donated by Mr Cheng Cho-yam
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‘120th Anniversary of the Birth of Dr Sun Yat-sen’ commemorative stamp, issued by Macao Post on 12 November 1986
(Upper) First-day cover

(Lower) Miniature sheet
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The stamp on the first-day cover depicts Dr Sun as a young man, with the Guia Lighthouse in
the background. At the lower left of the cover, he is shown on his visit to Macao in 1912,
against the Chun Chou Tong Pavilion, where he stayed. The miniature sheet portrays Dr Sun,

practising medicine in Macao in a long gown, with Kiang Wu Hospital, where he had worked,
in the background.
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Hong Kong Baptist University collection (upper) / Hong Kong Museum of History collection (lower)

W

MG — AP R ) K EEE > FEEBUR200655 117 12 H 17
(%) /PRGRE HE

(h) GHE

(h) PRIEE

‘140th Anniversary of the Birth of Dr Sun Yat-sen’ commemorative stamps, issued by Hongkong Post on
12 November 2006

(Left) Miniature sheet first-day cover
(Centre) First-day cover
(Right) Miniature sheet
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This was Hong Kong’s first set of stamps dedicated to the commemoration of Dr Sun Yat-sen, drawing on historical photographs
of him from his youth to his later years. The background of the miniature sheet first-day cover is a group photograph of Dr Sun with
teachers and students after his speech at the University of Hong Kong on 20 February 1923. The main image of the miniature
sheet is a portrait of Dr Sun at the Grand Marshal’s headquarters in Guangzhou, set against a route map of the Dr Sun Yat-sen
Historical Trail in Hong Kong.
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Hong Kong Baptist University collection (left) (centre) / Hong Kong Museum of History collection (right)
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Commemorative gold coin for the centenary of
the 1911 Revolution, issued by People’s Bank of
China in 2011
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Donated by China Great Wall Coins Investments Ltd.
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Biographical comic strip on Dr Sun Yat-sen, published in the American magazine Real Life Comics in March 1947
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The strip depicts Dr Sun studying medicine in Hong Kong, launching the Guangzhou Uprising of 1895, spreading the revolutionary
cause, and taking the oath of office as Provisional President after the success of the 1911 Revolution.

| ##EE KB Hong Kong Baptist University collection
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‘Centenary of the Birth of Dr Sun Yat-sen’ commemorative stamp, issued by the Soviet Union in 1966
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The Soviet Union issued a commemorative stamp for the centenary of Dr Sun’s birth, reflecting the
high esteem in which he was held.

| BEF&ESE4EM Donated by Mr Cheng Cho-yam
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‘130th Anniversary of the Birth of Dr Sun Yat-sen Commemorative Issue) issued by Tanzania in 1997

(Left) Souvenir sheet
(Right) Miniature sheet
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It was specially issued by Tanzania for joining the 11th Asian International

Stamp Exhibition held in Hong Kong. The souvenir sheet is themed on

Tian Xia Wei Gong (the world is for all), featuring stamps with portraits

of Dr Sun in different attire. The miniature sheet depicts Dr Sun at work
in the Grand Marshal’s headquarters in Guangzhou.

| BEHE 4 EME Donated by Mr Cheng Cho-yam
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Sun Yat-sen’s Images in Public Space
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Commemorative medal for the 130th anniversary of the birth of Dr Sun Yat-sen and the salvage of the warship
Zhongshan, issued by the Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese Kuomintang on 12 November 1996
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The warship Zhongshan was originally named Yongfeng and joined the navy of the Military Government
of the Republic of China in 1917. During Chen Jiongming’s mutiny in 1922, Dr Sun rallied troops for a
counterattack from aboard this ship. After Dr Sun’s passing, the ship was renamed Zhongshan in his

memory. In October 1938, during the Battle of Wuhan, the ship was sunk by Japanese aircraft. It was
salvaged in 1997, restored and converted into the Zhongshan Warship Museum in 2009.

| B SIS A 3 Donated by Mr Fung Kam-piu
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Clay cast, plaster cast, plaster mould, fibreglass cast and miniature bronze model of the bronze statue of Sun Yat-sen
at the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum
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The making of the bronze statue, from design to completion, generally follows the process of ‘clay modelling > moulding > casting’

- Jetsifs Clay cast
» SRR 2 8150 81 1 2 R0 » T M > (R SR TR A p e ~ AU > 2
" Y BUGIRAIRRY ~ RO R BRSO RS o

The clay cast is the bronze statue’s initial form. Soft and malleable, clay allows repeated refinement of
/ the figure’s expression, the folds of the clothing and the pose. It is undamental in determining the
& statue’s final form, proportions and artistic style.
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/ Once the clay model is finished, it is cast in plaster and carefully polished and adjusted to
i establish the definitive version. A negative mould (concave mould) is then made from the
o | plaster figure to record surface details with precision. For a large bronze statue, the plaster

— mould must be divided into several parts according to its structure—such as the head, torso
and limbs—to facilitate sectional casting and assembly.
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Finally, a fibreglass figure is cast from the plaster mould to make the mould for the bronze statue.
Strong yet lightweight, and resistant to cracking or deformation, fibreglass can be used directly to make
a sand outer mould or a wax model, ensuring that the bronze statue matches the original dimensions.

/YRR Miniature bronze model
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The miniature bronze statue serves as a reference model for the large bronze statue.

| RS g8 Mr Chu Tat-shing collection
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