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DR SUN YAT-SEN'S HOMETOWN
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Dr Sun Yat-sen was born to a peasant family in Cuiheng, a village in the county
of Xiangshan in Guangdong province. The county got its Chinese name from the
abundant agarwood that was produced there. Located in the southern part of

the Pearl River Delta, Xiangshan was close to Macau and Hong Kong, and its
residents enjoyed easy access to Western culture, which made them relatively
open-minded. As the local population grew and the supply of farmland became
more limited, many villagers emigrated to try and earn a living overseas. At that
time, Hawaii was home to a flourishing sugar cane industry, while rice farming
was also becoming popular. When early immigrants from the county achieved some
success planting cane and running businesses there, Hawaii became a favoured

destination for departing Xiangshan natives.
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Dr Sun Yat-sen was born in county (present-day

Zhongshan county), Guangdong province in 1866.
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Dr Sun’s father was a by occupation.
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At the age of 18, Sun Mei, Dr Sun'’s brother, left his hometown for

. He started out as a farmer there, keeping livestock and

growing crops, and later earned a fortune as a businessman.




