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Before the middle of the 19t century, two main types of teaching materials were used throughout
China: textbooks intended to provide enlightenment and books used to prepare for the imperial
examinations. Other common reading materials included biographies, poetry compilations, texts on
the rhyme, rhythm and form of classical Chinese poetry, and books written specifically for the
education of girls. The publication of new textbooks in modern China saw rapid progress in the early
20" century. These textbooks were not only used in primary and secondary schools, but also in
overseas Chinese communities, especially in Southeast Asia. Games and toys are a perfect
complement to textbooks, as they help inspire creativity and promote physical and mental
development of children. Learning through play is a tried and trusted pedagogical concept of
modern education practices today. This exhibition showcases different types of Chinese textbooks
that were published in mainland China and Hong Kong from the early to mid-20" century, giving a

glimpse into the development of textbooks and the importance of children's play in teaching.
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Xunmeng Sanzijing (“Three Character

Classic for early learners”), printed by
Pak Lei Bookstore of Hong Kong, 1930s.
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Written in the Song dynasty, Three Character Classic taught
very young children basic vocabulary, common phrases
and moral lessons in simple and easy-to-understand

language in what were known as “enlightening” classes. Of

the textbooks that were widely used in the Ming and Qing dynasties in these classes, Three Character
Classic, Thousand Character Classic and Ode for Youth were the three most popular and were known
collectively as the “Red Books".
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Abacus for teaching arithmetic
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Shu-style Chinese typewriter
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This typewriter was developed by the engineer Shu
Zhendong in 1919. To type Chinese words, the user
operates a pointer with one hand to select movable
type blocks arranged in a tray bed. The selected type
block is picked up by mechanical tweezers and then
released by the user using controls operated by their
other hand. The typewriter provided the basis for later
Chinese character input methods and became an
essential item in government offices and schools.
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Gongheguo Jiaokeshu: Xinxiushen
(“Textbook for the Republic: New personal
growth’, book 4), distributed by The
Commercial Press, March 1922.
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Xin Tongzi Chidu (“New letter writing for children”),
printed by Shanghai Guangyi Bookstore, March 1932.

REBAE—E
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Building blocks are timeless toys. Made in a variety
of shapes and sizes, they help develop children’s
creativity while giving them basic lessons in
physics and mathematics.
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The Kinderschule (children’s school) set up by the

Basel Mission in Hong Kong, photographed
HRENRBEANB K between 1887 and 1901; the children in the front
An image of building blocks in a textbook row are playing with building blocks.
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Shuttlecock
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Students of Queen's College kick a
shuttlecock in the upper playground, 1903.

(8

HREBAMRBRFNER

An image of shuttlecock kicking in a textbook
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Youzhiyuan Suanshu (“Kindergarten
arithmetic’, book 1), published by
the Modern Educational Research
Society, 1962.
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This arithmetic textbook makes use of the game

hide-and-seek to teach students the concept of
the number 5.
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Skipping rope with leather grips
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An image of rope jumping in a textbook
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Rope jumping
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Rope jumping has a long history. Early Chinese terms for

rope jumping include tiaosuo in the Tang dynasty and
tiaobaisuo and shengfei in the Ming and Qing dynasties.
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A group of children jumping rope, 1965.

1928%F The Albert Printing Press
Hong Kong HBhREY
(BRRES R REBEERN)
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St. Paul’s College Oral Composition

(book 1), published by The Albert
Printing Press Hong Kong, 1928.
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Z IR BEIE B Multimedia Programmes

A. IERRECACHE Learning Cards Matching Game
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%EBAIS Free Admission \, 2367 6373 W& hk.drsunyatsen.museum

RERNICEBSE £CSD) Q i o
Leisure and Cultural edutalnment % 1°I academY % % 'r ll' fb%@g
Services Department CHANNEL R X B & %458 [ AMHE S DR SUN YAT-SEN MUSEUM



