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Nanjing-Wuhan Split

“Ning” refers to Nanjing (formerly known as Jiangning), whereas “Han” indicates Wuhan.
The split over cooperation with the communists took place in April 1927 during the
Nationalist government’s Northern Expedition. The anti-communist force within the
Nationalist Party, led by Chiang Kai-shek in Nanjing, fell into disagreement with Wang
Jingwei’s pro-communist camp in Wuhan. At that time, the Nationalist government in
Wuhan, a leftist faction of the Nationalist Party, was controlled by Soviet advisor Mikhail
Borodin, and Chiang, the commander-in-chief of the National Revolutionary Army in
Nanjing, advocated a purge of communists from the party. In the end, the two governments
engaged in peace talks, which saw reconciliation between Nanjing and Wuhan. The
Nationalist government moved the capital to Nanjing in August, while the Nationalist and
Communist Parties officially parted ways.
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Chiang Kai-shek at a rally in Guangzhou for the Northern Expedition



