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Wars among the Beiyang Cligues

B

HRBeEF 1920 7 H34E - BT IIR ~ ARG I TS M R s Ak o H
TPHERHVREE RER S R - HEMRMAEE - £ 17 0 > B FISEEGEE = SH -
BEE RS HOR - I B > prB R Ml - 23 £ 24 H » H ~ FEWEE AR
BB > BEREER -

Zhili-Anhui War

The Zhili-Anhui War took place in July 1920, with the two sides advancing from the east and
west and engaging in battles along the Peking-Mukden (Beijing-Fengtian) Railway as well
as the Peking-Hankou (Beijing-Hankou) Railway. The Anhui forces from the west were led
by Duan Zhigui, while Wu Peifu was the commander of the Zhili army. On 17 July, Wu
launched a surprise attack on the command centre of the Anhui army and started to gain the
upper hand. Subsequently, as the Fengtian forces joined the war, the Anhui army was
defeated. On 23 to 24 July, the Zhili and Fengtian forces entered Beijing to take over the
government and the war ended.
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First Zhili-Fengtian War

The First Zhili-Fengtian War took place in April to May 1922. On 29 April, Zhang Zuolin,
the commander-in-chief of the Fengtian clique, launched a southern expedition against the
Zhili cligue. The Fengtian forces advanced along the Tientsin-Pukou (Tianjin-Pukou)
Railway and the Peking-Hankou (Beijing-Hankou) Railway from the east and west, and they
were confronted by Zhili Commander-in-Chief Wu Peifu and his troops. The two sides
engaged in fighting at Machang and Changxindian, among other places. Subsequently, Wu
sent troops to attack the rear of the Fengtian army. Facing attacks from both the front and
rear, the Fengtian army lost after one week. Zhang withdrew this troops to the northeast
beyond Shanhaiguan.
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Second Zhili-Fengtian War

The Second Zhili-Fengtian War took place between September and November 1924. On 15
September, Zhang Zuolin advanced towards Beijing with 150,000 soldiers from Shanhaiguan
and Rehe, and Wu Peifu of the Zhili clique confronted him with 200,000 troops. The fighting
mostly occurred at Shanhaiguan. On 23 October, Feng Yuxiang of the Zhili clique turned
against Wu as discord arose between them. Joining forces with Zhang and Duan Qirui, he
staged a coup d’état in Beijing, placing President Cao Kun under house arrest and
reorganising his troops as the Nationalist Army. Feng also invited Dr Sun Yat-sen to a
meeting in the north. Meanwhile, Wu was attacked by the Fengtian and Feng’s troops
simultaneously. He fled south with his remaining troops on 3 November, and the Fengtian
cligue won the war.
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