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Duan Qirui

Duan Qirui of the Anhui clique came from a family of soldiers.
His grandfather Duan Pei was an officer in the Huai Army
under the command of Li Hongzhang. When Duan Qirui was
young, he lived in his grandfather’s barracks for a period of
time and was used to life in the army. He was admitted to the
Tianjin Military Academy at the age of 20.
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Cao Kun

Cao Kun of the Zhili clique was born into a poor shipbuilder
family and was a fabric seller before he joined the army. He
started selling fabrics on the streets when he was 17. After he
turned 20, he joined the Huai Army.
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Wau Peifu

Wu Peifu of the Zhili cliqgue came from a merchant family.
He was a diligent student who studied the Four Books
thoroughly at a young age. When he was older, he passed
the county-level imperial examination as a xiucai (scholar),
but was unable to advance further. Wu later taught himself
fortune-telling and made a living as a fortune teller
practising divination and word analysis. He joined the Huai
Army at the age of 24.
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Zhang Zuolin

Zhang Zuolin of the Fengtian clique attended a private study
hall when he was young. He later learned carpentry and
veterinary medicine, and joined the army at the age of 19.
After the First Sino-Japanese War, he returned to his
hometown and opened a veterinary clinic but was bullied by
bandits. He decided to join an uncivilised gang and was
incorporated into the Qing army when he was 26.




