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Six Divisions of the Belyang Army

The Six Divisions of the Beiyang Army were formally known as Division One to Six of the
New Army. Under the command of Yuan Shikai, they were responsible for the security of the
capital during the late Qing period. In 1901, the Qing court implemented the army system
across the empire. Yuan established two divisions of the Beiyang Army on the basis of the
Right Wing of the Guards Army (Wuweijun) under his command. These two divisions, along
with the expanded Right Wing of the Guards Army, vanguard of the Right Wing of the
Guards Army and Self-Strengthening Army, were developed into five divisions in 1905. The
Jinggi Army (later known as the First Division of the Beiyang Army) trained by Yuan Shikai
was added to make up the Six Divisions of the Beiyang Army, stationed in Beijing, Zhili,
Shandong and Tianjin.
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