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Imperial examinations during the Qing dynasty

The purpose of the imperial examination system, which began in the Sui dynasty, was
to choose capable officials for the bureaucracy. Inherited from the Ming dynasty, the
imperial examinations during the Qing were based on eight-legged essays, with a very
strict format that candidates had to comply with. Knowledge was secondary. Since
candidates were tested on the ancient writings of the Four Books and Five Classics, their
ideas were restrained, and as a result, the government failed to select real talent to help
the emperor govern the country. The Qing government abolished the imperial

examination system in 1905.




