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Rebuilding the navy

The Self-Strengthening Movement was rolled out with the objective of strengthening
the country and its army. This involved establishing the Guangdong Fleet, Fujian Fleet,
Nanyang (south oceans) Fleet and Beiyang (north oceans)Fleet. The Beiyang Fleet was
once regarded as the eighth biggest in the world and was Asia’s number one navy fleet.
Sadly, the navy fleet was completely defeated by the Japanese in the First Sino-Japanese
War (1894-95). The Qing government, as a result, dissolved the navy yamen. But soon
afterwards, it decided to re-establish the Beiyang Fleet, and began to order battleships
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and select and groom navy talent. When Prince Chun was Regent, he founded the
Preparatory Navy Affairs Office, which was soon upgraded to the Department of the
Navy. Since the Great Powers occupied many quality ports in northern China, such as
Dalian, Liishun and Weihai, the Qing government decided to build a new navy port in
Xiangshan, Zhejiang province in 1909. This resolved the problem of not having a

suitable navy base for the new fleet.
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