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The corrupt Qing government

During its final years, the Qing government faced enormous financial difficulties and
a long list of costs, including reparations owed by the Qing government as the defeated
country in the many wars fought, pledges for tarifts, local resources looted by the Great
Powers and the large quantity of cheap dumped goods. The financial burden eventually
fell on the shoulders of the common people, who were in dire straits under harsh

government taxes, and pressure and deprivation from government officials.
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War reparations to be paid by the Qing government for losing included the following:
First Opium War - Treaty of Nanking: 21 million taels of silver*

Second Opium War — Convention of Peking: 18 million taels of silver
(Britain 12 million taels;
France 6 million taels)

The First Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) — Treaty of Shimonoseki: 230 million taels of silver
The War of Aggression against China — Treaty of 1901: 450 million taels of silver

*(1 tael = 1.3 0z.)
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