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Song Jiaoren founded the China Revival Society in 1903 with Huang Xing, Zhang
Shizhao, and others. He went to Japan in 1904 and was admitted to Japan’s Hosei
University the following year, Song became a leader of the Chinese Revolutionary
Alliance, which was established in Tokyo. He also founded the newspaper of the
organization Min Bao. Song took office as Minister of Agriculture and Forestry during
the early years of the Republic, but later resigned from the post to protest Yuan Shikai’s
breach of the Provisional Constitution. In the first parliamentary election held in 1913,

the Chinese Nationalist Party, the successor to the Chinese Revolutionary Alliance,
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took the most seats. Song Jiaoren was the acting leader of the Chinese Nationalist Party
at the time, meaning he should have taken office as the Premier of the State Council

and formed the cabinet, but he was assassinated at the Shanghai railway station.
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