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Li Yuanhong was a graduate of Tianjin Beiyang Navy Academy and took part
in the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) . He later followed Zhang Zhidong and
oversaw the training of the New Army. He was sent to Japan a few times for military
studies. He was stationed in Huguang Wuchang in 1906. After the Wuchang Uprising,
Li Yuanhong was forced to take office as the government’s military governor of the
Hubei army. Li was elected Vice President when the Republic was founded. However,

Li did not support Yuan Shikai’s self-proclamation as emperor. After Yuan died in
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1916, Li Yuanhong became President. Li and Duan Qirui, the Premier, conflicted
greatly over the decision to declare war with the Germans in 1917. Their conflict was
known as the “dispute of the President’s Office and the State Council’, Li Yuanhong
sent a telegraph to Zhang Xun, asking him to travel north to mediate the situation and
dissolve Parliament. Zhang led his troops to Beijing and proclaimed the restoration of
Emperor Xuantong (Puyi). The event is known as “Zhang Xun’s Restoration” Only 12
days later, the farce died out, resulting in Li Yuanhong stepping down. Li resumed his
role as President from 1922 to 1923.
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