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On behalf of the Qing court, Yuan Shikai held the North-South Negotiation with the
revolutionary army, which lured Yuan with the position of the Provisional President.
Yuan then forced the Qing emperor to abdicate. Seeing that the goals of democracy
and republicanism had been achieved, Dr. Sun Yat-sen stepped down in favour of Yuan
Shikai as the Provisional President, provided that the Provisional Government was set
up in Nanjing, where Yuan Shikai was to be sworn in and that the Provisional
Constitution was complied with. Yuan was asked to comply with these provisions so

that he would have to relocate to Nanjing, where he would be far from his stronghold

Next page




and could be more conveniently supervised by the revolutionaries. However, Yuan
Shikai made the excuse that military circumstances in the north were unstable, and
therefore he refused to travel to the south to be sworn in. The troops of his trusted
subordinate, Cao Kun, rebelled in Beijing, in what became known as the “coup d'état
in Beijing”. The diplomatic corps sent urgent telegraphs and dispatched their troops to
Beijing, refusing to retreat. The Senate had no choice but to agree to Yuan Shikai’s

government being established in Beijing, and the Provisional Senate was moved there.
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