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Yuan Shikai was stationed in Korea in his early career. He was in charge of training the
“New Army” after the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) and performed
outstandingly. He held the posts of Viceroy of Zhili, Minister of Beiyang and Grand
Minister of State in 1901. He resigned from his official duties when Prince Chun
became Regent. The Qing court requested Yuan’s return as Viceroy of Huguang and
then as Prime Minister of the cabinet after the Wuchang Uprising. Yuan also oversaw
peace negotiations with the revolutionary army and facilitated the Agreements
between the revolutionary and the Qing government. After the Republic was

established, Yuan became Provisional President and the first official President.
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However, he breached the Provisional Constitution and refused to take office in
Nanjing. He also dissolved the Chinese Nationalist Party, which led to the “Second
Revolution” Yuan subsequently dissolved the National Assembly and changed the
representative cabinet system to a presidential one to expand his power as president.
He also accepted The Twenty-one Demands, proposed by the Japanese in exchange for
its support, which paved the way for him to be proclaimed emperor. In 1915, Yuan
followed the “public opinion” that he had created himself and scheduled his
enthronement in March of the following year. The Republic of China was changed to
the Chinese Empire, under the era name of “Hongxian”. However, open protests
against Yuan sprang up throughout China, and Yuan had no choice but to abandon the

empire system. He died of sickness on 6 June 1916.
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