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The Chinese Revolutionary Alliance proposed the use of the five-coloured flag as China’s
new flag in 1906 after the Qing court was overthrown. The day after the Wuchang
Uprising, the military governor of Hubei issued a public notice stating “the national flag
is five-coloured, with red, yellow, blue, white and black, which represent the unity of the
five major ethnic groups — namely Han, Manchurian, Mongolian, Hui and Tibetans”. On
10 January 1912, the Provisional Senate of the Republic of China passed the Act of the
National Flag in Nanjing to confirm the status of the five-coloured flag as the national

flag of the Republic of China. The flag symbolised harmony among the five major ethnic

groups of China. On 17 December 1928, the government announced that the national
flag would be replaced by the “Blue Sky, White Sun, and a Wholly Red Earth” flag.






