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After graduating from the Beiyang Military School in Tianjin in 1890, Feng Guozhang
became a follower of Yuan Shikai in 1896. During the early years after the founding of
the Republic, Feng was an aide of Yuan Shikai. He headed the armed suppression of the
“Second Revolution” in 1913, but he subsequently broke with Yuan Shikai when Yuan
proclaimed himself emperor. When Yuan Shikai died in 1916, Li Yuanhong took office
as the President and Feng was elected Vice President and the leader of the Beiyang
Zhili clique of warlords. He took office as Acting President in July 1917. During office,

he advocated the peaceful unification of the country and opposed the military

unification put forward by Duan Qirui. Feng stepped down from office in 1918.




