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Suppression in Sichuan

When construction on the Sichuan-Hankou railway commenced in 1904, the share
capital consisted of government investment, publicly offered shares, and an element
called “rental shares”, under which every tax-paying farmer in Sichuan was a shareholder.
In 1911, the Qing government planned to borrow from a bank consortium from Britain,
France, Germany and the U.S. to nationalise the Sichuan-Hankou railway. The plan drew
strong opposition, especially from the common people of Sichuan, and gave rise to the
“Railway Protection Movement”. Voices of opposition grew ever stronger, and the army
of Sichuan eventually suppressed the protests with force at the order of the Qing
government, resulting in bloodshed in Chengdu.




