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Sharing privileges on an equal basis

China and Britain signed the Treaty of Nanking in 1842, and the following year signed
a supplement known as the Treaty of the Bogue, which included a “most favoured
nation clause’, guaranteeing to Britain all the privileges that China might grant to other
countries. Subsequently, the Treaty of Wanghia was signed between China and the
U.S., and the Treaty of Whampoa between China and France, and both had a similar
clause. By the end of the 19th century, when the Great Powers were fighting for their
sphere of influence in China, the U.S. proposed an “open door” foreign diplomatic
policy for China, requiring China to open its doors and allow all countries to share
privileges on an equal basis, thus freeing China from the danger of being sliced up by

the Great Powers.






