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Anti-American Boycott Movement

The discovery of gold mines in California in the U.S. and railway construction work in
California attracted a large number of Chinese migrant workers. A rough estimate is
that more than 160,000 people travelled abroad to work, since the first batch of
Chinese migrant workers arrived in the U.S. in 1849 and the migration continued until
1880. China and the U.S. signed the Burlingame Treaty in 1868, allowing nationals of
both countries free migration to each other’s land. However, the economic and
employment issues in the U.S., the mixed quality of Chinese labourers in the U.S., and
the weak Qing court resulted in considerable discrimination against Chinese people in
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American society. The U.S. Congress even passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882
prohibiting the inflow of Chinese labourers. The Act was subsequently amended a few
times. Amongst the amendments, the Geary Act of 1892 extended the ban on new
Chinese workers from entering the U.S. for another 10 years. In 1903, the Qing court
announced that the ban had ended. However, the U.S. government unilaterally
decided to continue refusing entry to Chinese workers in 1904, and the arrangement
was to be made permanent. Learning of this, Chinese nationals were highly dissatisfied,
and in protest initiated a U.S. goods boycott movement across the country, known as
the “Anti- American Boycott Movement”.
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